Unequal Gender Norms and Risks to Violence
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Expected Gender Roles
1. IS BIRRIR B &, I §I FH T 2 |

1. Boys are smarter, knows everything
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2. Girls are innocent, shy and simple
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3. Boys never cry
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4. Men are brave and successful
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5. Husbands control wives and wives
should be submissive to their
husbands
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6. Boys/men work hard and so need
comfort
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/. Daughters are family honour
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Risk to GBV
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1. May indulge in high risk activities — sexual initiation at an early age; experimentation.

2. May give in to peer pressure to drink alcohol or take drugs. Over consumption of alcohol influence decision
making and hence increases vulnerability to forced or unsafe sex.

3. May engage In eve teasing and harassing girls to demonstrate their smartness.
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May not share their opinion about choice of partner and marriage

(o]

May give In to coercion
May fear seeking help or support in situations of coercion and abuse

Thelir shyness or quietness may be misinterpreted by some boys/men as consent
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Promotes misconception that ‘when girls say ‘No’, it means "Yes'— extreme risk

6. Will never speak about their feelings with regard to love or choice of partner
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1. Prevents boys/men from expressing their anguish
2. They may resort to anger and violence to vent out thelir pain

3. They may not be able to seek support even in coercive and abusive situations and continue with the stress for
a long time

4. They may even resort to substance misuse
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1. Some boys/men may feign bravery and courage through unfair means including harassing a girl, women

2. Boys/men exercise unnecessary control over their sisters, wives and other female members of the family and
punish them if they protest

3. Are prone to become self-appointed moral police, extremely hazardous for girls and women
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1. This is one of the key reasons behind ‘wife beating’. WWomen are prone to physical, sexual, mental and verbal
harassment by husbands/partners

2. Prevents women to resist unreasonable demands of husbands and in-laws
3. Women don't raise their voice against exploitation and coercion (rape, domestic violence)

4. Women have poor control over their reproductive health and may be vulnerable to unwanted pregnancy,
sexually transmitted diseases and HIV
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1. Household chores performed by women is not recognized as hard work

2. Forced sex by husband and others
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1. Son preference and biases; female feticide and infanticide

2. Girl child face discrimination with regard to nutrition, education, recreation and other opportunities of health and
development

3. Undue restriction on a girl child in the name of family honour, and at times killed
4. Early marriage to transfer related responsibility to her husband and in-laws

5. A woman is always controlled or influenced by the choice of men: as father, brother, lover, husband or son.
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